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his experience. And I asked him: ‘‘How did
you let go of your hatred? How did you learn
to influence other people? How did you em-
brace all the differences in, literally, the cen-
turies of oppression and discord in your
country and let a lot of it go away? How did
you get over that in prison? Didn’t you really
hate them?’’

And he said, ‘‘I did hate them for quite
a long while. After all, look what they took
from me—27 years of my life. I was abused
physically and emotionally. They separated
me from my wife, and it eventually destroyed
my marriage. They took me away from my
children, and I could not even see them grow
up. And I was full of hatred and anger.’’ And
he said, ‘‘One day I was breaking rocks, and
I realized they had taken so much. And they
could take everything from me except my
mind and my heart. Those things I would
have to give away. I decided not to give them
away.’’

I see here today that you have decided not
to give your mind and your heart away. I ask
you now to share it with all your fellow Amer-
icans.

We love you, and we need you.
Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:37 p.m. in the
gymnasium at Dakota Ridge High School. In his
remarks, he referred to Jane Hammond, super-
intendent, Jefferson County Schools; Frank
DeAngelis, principal, Columbine High School;
Jon DeStefano, president, Jefferson County
School Board; State Attorney General Ken Salazar
and Gov. Bill F. Owens of Colorado; and Col-
umbine High School students Heather Dinkel,
student body president, and Patrick Ireland and
Sean Graves, students wounded in the April 20
attack. The transcript made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary also included the remarks
of the First Lady.

Statement on the Shooting
at Heritage High School
in Conyers, Georgia
May 20, 1999

Today’s shooting at Heritage High School
in Georgia was deeply troubling to us all. In
the wake of these terrible incidents, all
Americans must come together and do every-
thing we can to protect children from vio-

lence. I applaud the Senate for today’s his-
toric vote to close the gun show loophole and
keep guns out of the hands of criminals and
children.

Statement on Senate Action
Approving the 1999 Emergency
Supplemental Appropriations Act
May 20, 1999

Today the Senate approved the emergency
resources I requested to support our mission
in Kosovo. Congressional support for this
mission means our military forces can sustain
the air campaign until we prevail. It sends
a clear signal to the Milosevic regime that
the Congress and the American people are
committed to this mission. And the resources
I requested for the Defense Department will
keep our military readiness strong.

At the same time, the bill includes re-
sources critical to helping the international
community and the frontline countries of
southeast Europe cope with the massive hu-
manitarian crisis and other immediate spill-
over effects of the conflict and Milosevic’s
brutal campaign of ethnic cleansing.

This emergency funding package will also
provide urgently needed resources to help
Central Americans repair and rebuild after
the devastation of Hurricane Mitch. With
these funds, farmers can plant new crops in
the final weeks of the growing season; roads,
hospitals, and schools can be rebuilt; and
Central Americans can look to the future
with hope, knowing that America is standing
with them. The legislation will support the
improving prospects for peace in the Middle
East by providing additional assistance to
strengthen Jordan’s economy and security.
This emergency funding also provides re-
sources for victims of natural disasters at
home, and for our farmers in distress due
to depressed crop prices.

While I am pleased that Congress has fi-
nally acted to fund our mission in the Bal-
kans, to support the Middle East peace proc-
ess, and to help American farmers and the
victims of Hurricane Mitch, it is unfortunate
that Members tacked unnecessary and ill-ad-
vised special projects onto essential emer-
gency legislation. Were it not for the pressing
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needs in Kosovo, Central America, the Mid-
dle East, and America’s heartland, I would
have rejected several of these measures that
reward special interests, weaken environ-
mental protection, and undermine our cam-
paign to stop teen smoking. This is no way
to do the people’s business, and I will not
tolerate this kind of special interest meddling
as we complete the annual budget process.

This final legislation does show significant
improvement upon Congress’s earlier ver-
sions. Gone are the Congress’s proposed cuts
that weakened anti-terrorism programs, es-
pecially Embassy security upgrades; that
threatened to undermine global economic
stability by denying U.S. funds to multilateral
development banks; and that imperiled the
Government’s ability to continue fixing its
computers for the year 2000. Congress also
removed or modified certain objectionable
riders that, for example, would have blocked
our efforts to protect the sensitive waters in
Alaska’s Glacier Bay, and weakened the En-
dangered Species Act.

It is a mistake for Congress to use this bill
as a vehicle for a range of special interest
provisions harmful to the environment and
to the prudent stewardship of our Nation’s
natural resources. Several highly objection-
able provisions remain in the final bill. For
example, there are provisions that undermine
our ability to ensure that mining on Federal
lands is done in an environmentally respon-
sible manner. And by extending a morato-
rium on the Department of Interior’s pro-
posed oil valuation rules, the Congress is pre-
venting the collection of fair royalty pay-
ments from the oil companies that extract
oil from public lands. Again, I want to be
clear that, were it not for the truly emergency
needs to which this bill responds, I would
be rejecting these environmental riders. I call
on Congress to end these stealth attempts
to weaken environmental and public health
protections. I have vetoed bills in the past
because they contained anti-environmental
riders and, if necessary, am fully prepared
to do so again.

Finally, Congress passed up an important
opportunity to protect our children from the
death and diseases caused by tobacco. This
is wrong. I am also extremely disappointed

that the Congress acted against recoupment
of funds collected by the States from tobacco
manufacturers and does not require States
to use even a portion of those funds to pre-
vent youth smoking. Even though 3,000
young people become regular smokers every
day and 1,000 will have their lives cut short
as a result, most States still have no plans
to use tobacco settlement funds to reduce
youth smoking. I will closely monitor State
efforts in this area, and I will continue to
fight for a nationwide effort to reduce youth
smoking through counter-advertising, pre-
vention activities, and restrictions on youth
access to tobacco products.

Radio Remarks on Disaster Relief
Provisions in the 1999 Emergency
Supplemental Appropriations Act

May 20, 1999

On behalf of the many thousands of citi-
zens struggling to put their lives back to-
gether following the recent string of devastat-
ing tornadoes, I want to thank the Congress
for its approval of the supplemental budget.
Some $900 million in funding will go imme-
diately to the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, to ensure there will be no
interruption in assistance to the disaster vic-
tims in Oklahoma, Kansas, Tennessee, Texas,
and other States.

Vice President Gore and I saw the devasta-
tion first hand. We know that many families
lost not only loved ones but also everything
they own. All these families remain in our
prayers. And we want them to know that
their Government will continue to be there
for them throughout their time of need.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were recorded at
approximately 6:30 p.m. in the Oval Office on May
19 for later broadcast. The transcript was released
by the Office of the Press Secretary on May 20.
These remarks were also made available on the
White House Press Office Actuality Line. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.


